
   

Support H.B. 3424 / S.B. 2238:  The Illinois Clean Cars Act 
WHAT:   The Illinois Clean Cars Act directs the state to adopt clean car standards to reduce emissions of smog-
forming pollution and greenhouse gases that are in effect in 13 other states.

HOW:   The Act follows the model of CaliforniaÕs Pavley Law and sets standards requiring automakers to 
increasingly reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions produced by cars and light trucks on a fleet-wide 
average basis between 2009 and 2020.   Illinois is the 7th largest source of global warming pollution in the 
Midwest, with the transportation sector contributing more than 25% of that pollution. Our passenger vehicles 
generate 70% of transportation's total global warming pollution.

WHY:   Thirteen states representing 39% of the U.S. automobile market have already adopted clean car standards 
to address their global warming output, which means automakers are building cleaner cars for them and dirtier 
vehicles for our state and others.  Clean car standards in Illinois would represent an economic tipping point for 
manufacturers who would decide itÕs in their best interests to build cleaner cars for the entire nation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

! Over the 11-year period between 2009 and 2020, the total global warming pollution generated by 
passenger vehicles will be 45% less under the Pavley standards than the new federal Corporate Average 
Fuel Economy (CAFƒ) program that raises miles per gallon for new cars by 2020.

! Beginning in 2021, the Pavley standards will mean 13% less carbon dioxide pollution generated per new 
vehicle sold than the CAFƒ program.

HEALTH BENEFITS

! The negative impact of asthma will be reduced in Illinois, which has an 11% rate, one of the highest in the 
nation.  (Hospitalization rates for asthma in Chicago are double the national average.)  

! The Harvard School of Public Health estimates improved air quality from clean cars will:

-  Prevent 80,000-250,000 lost school days.
-  Cut respiratory symptoms by 100,000 occurrences.
-  Eliminate 34,000-96,000 minor restricted activity days.

CONSUMER BENEFITS

! Illinois residents will save on average about $2,000-$3,000 in fuel costs over the lifetime of the car.
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS

! At $3/gallon, Illinois drivers will save about $3 billion by 2020 and $6 billion by 2030.

! The money saved will be spent in other sectors of IllinoisÕ economy (studies show 68% of the savings 
would be spent in state) and generate new jobs.

! Annual gas consumption in Illinois will drop by 1 billion gallons in 2020 and 2 billion gallons in 2030, 
reducing our dependence on foreign oil.

!

!

! IllinoisÕ ethanol industry will benefit from these standards, because ethanol-powered vehicles will 
be one of the key, low-carbon tools automakers use to meet them.



! Consumers can purchase these vehicles made by UAW workers that meet Pavley standards:

" Dodge:  Caliber (produced in Belvidere, Ill.)

" Ford:  Focus and F-150 4WD Pickup 

" Chevrolet: Cobalt, Uplander FWD, Silverado Classic, Express Van, Tahoe, Suburban

" Pontiac:  G5 and Vibe

" Saturn:  Aura, ION and Relay

" Toyota:   Corolla

" Buick:  Terraza FWD

" GMC:  Sierra Classic, Savana, Yukon, and Yukon XL

! The new CAFƒ program raises the miles per gallon for new cars so that by 2020 the average for the 
nationÕs new car fleet will be 35 MPG, but the Pavley standards will create a new car average fleet of 39.2 
MPG when itÕs fully implemented.

! The chart below shows the additional gas savings for Illinois residents and new jobs created by 2020 
with the Pavley standards implemented above and beyond the CAFƒ program:

Program Annual Gallons of 
Gas Saved

Annual Gas Costs 
Saved ($3.50/gallon)

Total Net New 
Jobs

Total Net New 
Union Jobs

Pavley Bill vs 
CAFƒ program

0.3 billion $1.1 billion 12468 1877

SUPPORTERS OF THE CLEAN CAR ACT

Alliance for the Great Lakes  Faith in Place    North Suburban Peace Initiative
American Jewish Committee  Foresight Design Initiative   Nursing Assembly
Asian Health Coalition of Illinois  Friends of the Parks   Openlands Project
Asian Human Services   Ill. Academy of Family Physicians  Protestants for the Common Good
Business and Professional People   Ill. Chapter, Am. Academy of Pediatrics Respiratory Health Assn. of
 for the Public Interest  Ill. Conference of Churches   Metropolitan Chicago
Chicago Asthma Consortium  Ill. Maternal and Child Health Coalition St. PaulÕs United Church of Christ
Chicago Thoracic Society   Illinois Environmental Council  Shedd Aquarium
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation  Jewish Federation of Metro Chicago Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter
Environment Illinois   La Rabida ChildrenÕs Hospital  Suburban Asthma Consortium
Environmental Law and Policy Center National Parks and Conservation Assn. Union of Concerned Scientists
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CNTEnergy             Illinois Environmental Council  Sierra Club
Environment Illinois            Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance  Protestants for the 
Environmental Law            Natural Resources Defense Council          Common Good   
            and Policy Center            Respiratory Health Association                The Nature Conservancy
Faith in Place                   of Metropolitan Chicago  Union of Concerned 
                       Scientists


